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1. Launching Questions
Definition

How do I begin? Launching questions are designed to get the discussion started.

Example
After reading through this chapter, what stood out to you? 

Your Example

[write your own launching question]

2. Observation Questions
Definition

What are the details? These questions help recall what was read. Use to bring attention to a 
detail of the story. Think of these like a highlighter. Good to use to set up understanding 
questions.

Example
What story did the author use to open up this chapter? 

Who is Jesus speaking to in this parable? 

What was St. Paul doing when God spoke to Him? 

Your Example

[write your own observation question]

UNDERSTANDING THE 

4 TYPES OF
QUESTIONS

Great questions make a great bible study, and the key to asking great questions is understanding 
the four types of questions you can use to facilitate discussion in your Bible study.

You’ll notice that many times in this Bible study, the Leader’s Guide directs you to ask questions 
and facilitate discussion, but doesn’t provide any questions. This is by design. We believe you 
know the members of your Bible study better than we do, and by crafting your own questions, 
you’ll be able to custom tailor the study to the needs of those attending.

Below is a quick guide to the four different types of questions and how and when to use them.
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3. Understanding Questions
Definition

What does it mean? These types of questions will 
help members of your study understand the 
ramifications of what they are reading. 

Examples
See list of nine types of understanding questions

Your Examples

[pick 6 types and write your
 own understanding questions]

4. Application Questions
Definition

How should I respond in light of this information? These questions help the group apply the 
material to their lives. 

Examples
How do you see yourself in the story we just read? 

After going through this chapter, what’s one way you want to live out these principles this 
week? 

Your Example

[write your own application question]
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Value – What is the most important 
aspect of evangelization? 

Feeling – What was your reaction to 
the story of the son’s disobedience? 

Relationship – What is the 
relationship between forgiveness and 
bitterness in the text? 

Identification – Who do you identify 
with in the Prodigal Son story? 

Example – Can someone give me an 
example of loving your neighbor? 

Similarities/Opposites – What is the 
difference between grace and works? 

Summary – Who can sum up this 
paragraph? 

Definition – How would you define 
fruitfulness? 

Explanation – Explain what you think 
is meant by the quote on p. 16. 

NINE TYPES OF 
UNDERSTANDING QUESTIONS
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This Bible study was written specifically for you – 
students involved in Greek life. College is an awesome 
time in many people lives and your experiences in Greek 
life can definitely add to the adventures. There are also 
some unique challenges in Greek life that can pose 
threats to becoming fully alive. In this study you will 
explore six different topics that relate to you in Greek 
life. You’ll reflect on your own viewpoints as well as 
study what God and His Church have to say on these 
topics. Lastly, you will get some practical points on how 
to live an integrated life and embrace being fully alive in 
each of these areas. 
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This Bible study finds its root in the Gospel, that God desires a relationship with each one of us 
so much that Jesus came to earth and died on the cross in order to set right the relationship 
between God and Man so we could have eternal life with Him in heaven. This study grows from 
the root of the Gospel and considers the moral and philosophical implications of a God who so 
radically loves us.

Many people want to view Christians as people who adhere to moral principles and try to be 
good people. While it’s true that Christians are striving to be the best versions of themselves, 
that striving isn’t an end in itself, but the result of a life surrendered to Jesus Christ. Your Bible 
study leader will bring you back to this simple Gospel message as you walk through the varying 
topics that make up this Bible study. It’s the foundation. It’s the only thing that makes everything 
else in this study and in Christianity make sense. It’s the one message that will eternally make 
you fully alive.
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Take your Bible study 
through the Gospel 
via Scripture, the 

Ultimate Relationship, 
the Bridge, etc. 

Connect the point 
that its the foundation 

to this study.

Read through this page in study



Caitlin has been a missionary with FOCUS for over four years. She 
was an on-campus missionary, spending two years at both the 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln and Georgia Southern University. 
She is now the Director of FOCUS’ Alumni department. She is a 
member of Pi Beta Phi at Creighton University. She lives with her 
husband, Jacob, in Denver, Colorado.
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Amanda has been a missionary with FOCUS for over five years, 
and after serving as an on-campus missionary at the University 
of Illinois for four years became the first National Director of 
FOCUS Greek. She is a member of Alpha Phi at University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln, and was Chapter Advisor of the U of I 
chapter in 2010/2011. She lives with her husband, Jonathan, in 
Denver, Colorado.

TEIXEIRA
AMANDA

This Bible study was put together by two members of the Greek system. 
Throughout the study, you’ll hear personal stories from their experiences with the 
topics you’ll be covering. Before you hear their stories, let’s get to know them first.

This study is inspired by and adapted from the “Gifts of God” study by Tyler Zach from Cru Press. 
The chapter topics and areas of your life to look into on the ‘what influences your views’ pages 
come from his study. He has graciously given his blessing to this project.
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